ASCENT   OF   MOUNT   TABOR.              lt)5
is hardly to be ascended on its north side. Its
top is a plain of thirty-six furlongs, and all en-
compassed with a wall." Josephus erected this
long wall in forty days* time, and furnished it
with other materials, and with water from
below: for the inhabitants only made use of
rain-water. As, therefore, there was a great
multitude of people gotten together upon this
mountain, Vespasian sent Placidus with six
hundred horsemen thither. Now, as it was im-
almost fourteen forlongs, here noted by Dr. Hudson, do none
of them agree with the authentic testimony of Mr. Maundrell,
an eye-witness, p. 112, who says he was not an hour in
getting up to the top of this Mount Tabor; and that the area
of the top is an oval of about two furlongs in length, and one
in breadth. So I rather suppose Josephus wrote three furlongs
tor the ascent or altitude, instead of thirty ; and six furlongs
for the circumference at top, instead of twenty-six. Since a
mountain of only three furlongs' perpendicular altitude may
easily require near an hour s ascent; and the circumference of an
oval of the foregoing quantity is near six furlongs. Nor cer-
tainly could such a vast circumference as twenty-six furlongs,
or three miles and a quarter, at that height be encompassed
with a wall, including a trench and other fortifications, per-
haps those still remaining, (ibid.) in the small interval of forty
days, as Josephus here says they were by himself.
Polybius speaks of Atabyrium as a city, saying it was
seated on a hill of a globular form whose height was more
than fifteen stadia. Antiochus took it by stratagem, and
secured its possession by leaving a garrison there before he
marched against the cities on the east of the Jordan.,
Polyb. l.v. e.6*.